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Finding freedom

Readings. - 1 Thess: 2:1-8, Prov: 7:1-7, Gen: 2:20-25, Prov: 3:5-6

Thereis adifference between freedom and licence

Freedom is having the power to choose.

Licenceisgiving in to out of control appetites, which isnot freedom at all but
enslavement.

Lust isa God given desire out of control.
The bibleteaches uswe find the ultimate freedom when we commit our livesto Christ.

Samson isan example to us of how; no matter how strong, gifted or brave we may be, if
we allow our feelings and desiresto control uswe will become ensnar ed.
Judges 13-16, Prov: 7:22-23.

Wedo not realisethat it controlsus.
Judges 16:22.

1. Samson’s priorities were wrong. *

2. Samson was un-teachable. *

3. Samson had an undisciplined lifestyle. *

4. Samson underestimated the power of his enemy. *

(* point headings taken from teaching by Ray Bevan)

1. Samson’s priorities wer e wrong.

He developed his gifting without developing his character.

GiftingiS.ceeeeeineennnn. decision
Character iS.ceeeeeeen.. decision

2. Samson was unteachable.

1Tim: 6:10
Pierced.....Greek: (per-ee-pi-ro); meaning transfix
An un-teachable attitude istransfixed on doing everything its own way.



3.

Samson had an undisciplined life style.

Theworld saysif it feelsgood do it.
The bible saysthereisa way that seemsright but it endsin death.
Prov: 14:12.
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Samson under estimated the power of his enemy.

e Heunderestimated his enemy’s cunning
e Heunderestimated his enemy’s persistence.
e Heunderestimated the power of sin.

How to be free.

e Accept Christ asLord aswell assaviour John 3:17; Romans 12:1-2

e Changewhat wefeed our mind with. Phil; 4.8
e Take control of our thinking 2 Cor: 10:5
e Walk away from sin. 2Tim 2:22

K eysto keeping per spective. *

Celebratethe moment.................. every day isGod given

Develop a spirit of gratitude........... givethanksin all circumstances
Relish thebattle......ccccvvivniiennnnnnn. David ran towards Goliath

Stay humble....cceeieiiiiiiiiininnnnnn.. God draws near the humble
Walk inJoY..ceieeiiiiiieiinniecnnnnnne. thejoy of theLord isour strength

* taken from teaching by Phil Baker



